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A Review on the Upper Ocean Heat and Salt Content
in the Western Pacific Warm Pool

YANG Xiaoxin, WU Xiaofen, and XU Jianping
(State Key Laboratory of Satellite Ocean Environment Dynamics,

The Second Institute of Oceanography)

Abstract: The tropical area of Pacific has the maximum ocean temperature in this globe. As the most
important feature, it has the warm pool. The strong heat flux between ocean and atmosphere makes the
warm pool one of the most important heat source of atmospheric motion. The warm pool plays an im-
portant role in the change of ocean and atmospheric. In current years, researches on the warm pool have
become a focus. In this paper, we reviewed the researches on temporal and spatial distribution and the
inter-annual variation of the heat and salt content of the warm pool and talked about the relationship be-
tween the warm pool and ENSO. The reviewed included also the significance of studying on the warm
pool.

Key words: Heat and salt content; Tropical Pacific; ENSO; Argo



